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From the desk of the Outgoing Chairman

Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh.

In April 2010, this management, which consisted of Kunwar Goomer, Avtar Singh, Dr. Arvinder Uppal, Kamlesh S.
I, were given the seva to make sure the needs of the sadh sangat were met. As a team we took an oath to uphold t
the sadh sangat had put in us.

I n the first chairmands message in Sandesa, we outl
Expansion of the existing kitchen
Issuance of Bonds
Increasing revenue
Kirtan diwan, Langar seva, and seminars organized by the GNFA youth, once every two months.
Organizing programs of different committees, langar and kirtan at
the gurdwara into a combined calendar, which will be accessible on the GNFA website for everyone to see.
Approval of the new Blaws by the general body of GNFA.
Begin construction of the new building, upon approval of the building permits.

Not all goals were accomplished as we had hoped. However, with the grace of Waheguru and the support of the sg
gat, we were able to accomplish quite a lot.

For starters, the kitchen has been expanded and remodled with the new hood and the burners. With the support of
sangat we were able to raise $30,000 for the kitchen.

The revenue has increased this year and as you will see in the audit report, our net profit this year was almost $70,
streamlined the accounting procedures and policies as well as reduced our expenses by prioritizing our activities.

The youth- what can | say about them! | witnessed firsthand the enthusiasm our youngsters have shown in doing ki
and seminars. If given the opportunity, they will surpass all our expectations. In the youth kirtan sammelan thig5@al
children of all ages participated. The youth handled the complete diwan from doing langar seva to kirtan to ardas in
attended rehnsabai. They conducted a seminar especially aimed at the teenagers who stopped coming to gurdwa|
tored small children with the help of the Khalsa School and so forth. Hopefully you all had the opportunity to witnes
wonderful activities in our gurdwara.

The new website is more dynamic and moreftisadly than ever before. It will have a place for everyone to make con
ments, complaints and recommendations under the cha
more sangat use the website than ever before. The number of unique visitors to the GNFA website (gnfa.org) incrg
more than 30% in one year alone. This is incredible! Thanks to all the members of the website committee for their I
and dedication.

The new ylaws were passed by the general body at the meeting held on March 6, 2011. This is the culmination of
year process and is a major achievement. The team of thensycommittee worked very hard to complete this monume
task. Sadh sangat ji, this would not have happened without your support and the grace of the Almighty.

Now on to the new gurdwara building. The capital Project Committee has been working diligently to obtain the varig
mits. Wi th Waheguruds grace we should have the nece
mistic, forward looking and donate generously.

Lastly, but not least is the Bond issue. The bond committee has gathered all the necessary information and is aurre
ting the necessary documents to the various governments, namely, DC, MD and VA. As part of the submissions, th
report needs to be handed in as well. As | mentioned before, this report has been issued by our auditors and | am H
say we received a clean report.

To conclude, while this management has not accomplished everything we had hoped for, we did see improvements
aspects of the gurdwara. There has been peace in the gurdwara; there was a noticeable increase in the sadh sang
was more youth participation than ever before, and more importantly, the cooperation between the sadh sangat, the
and the various committees has made this year one of the more memorable in recent memory.

Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh.

Parminder (Sonny) Singh Ahuja
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From the desk of the Incoming Chairman

Dear sadh sangat ji,
Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh.

Another year, another election, and a new management committee. But the same principles, same focus and same goals
| would like to thank each one of the sadh sangat for giving me a chance to do seva. | feel honored and privileged to be

a part of this great institution that has been like a second home to my family and me for almost 20 years. | take great
pride in our sangatdés continued and consistent efforts

The management committee this year includes Prabhjot Singh Kohli, Amar Raj Singh, Dr. Arvinder Uppal, Surpal Singh
Birgi, Avtar Singh and me. We are revved up to continue to expand on work being done in GNFA in collaboration with

the various committees. Our focus will be on the issuance of bonds to pay off the current mortgage, implementation of the
new bylaws, encouraging our youth to continue to actively participate in GNFA activities, and much more.

We have challenging times ahead of us. But with the support of each and every one of you, | am confident that we can
achieve our goals and continue to make GNFA proud. It is imperative that we keep our focus and enthusiasm to continue
to build on our existing programs and challenge ourselves to strive to achieve more.

Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh.
Kunwar Singh Goomer
Chairman, GNFA

S SsSSsS S S S S S S~~~ ~~~~ 2]
Support your Gurdwara
The Capital Project Committee is proceedfpy g f
design by December 2011 and start construction by spring of 2012. The Chairman and the
Gurdwara Committee are in daily contact with the Capital Project Committee and the prog! {Y: is

being intimated to all members of the Board of Trustees and the sangat during the regular

wans. After a long struggle, we have been able to obtain the NRI permit, which is the first 1 [pAi-

site. It is for all of us now to support their efforts and keep them moving at a fast pace. The Y pi-

t al Project Commi tt ee d sForaseDevelogmera RBlam bywlb Aubust [{: t
2011. After approval of the Forest Development Pthay will submit the Civil Plan and then

permit drawing for construction approval. Total cost to pay off the land loan atesign and

construdhe Gurdwara Sahib is projected to be $5 million.

Fundraising goal: Raise $1.2 million by Diwali to pay off the land
loan.

Sadh Sangat is requested to donate generously to this worthy caus

Sandesa is published quarterly by
Guru Nanak Foundation of America,12917 Old Columbia Pike Road, Silver Spring, MEn28ibOAewsgnfa@gmail.com
Sandesa Staff 2012011:

Arvinder Kaur, Harsharan Kaur, Sarabjeet K Bhutani, Manmeet Singh, Ravneet Singh, Sameena Kaur, Atam Parkash Sing!

www.gnfa.org



Sandesa sMdysw

Guru Nanak Foundation of America, Inc.
Profit & Loss

January through June 2011

Jan 11 Feb 11 Mar 11 Apr 11 May 11 Jun 11 TOTAL
LW |
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Income
Capital Projects Committee
New Building Fund 101.00 0.00 0.00 501.00 426.00 100.00 1,128.00
Total Capital Projects Committee 101.00 0.00 0.00 501.00 426.00 100.00 1,128.00
Community Affairs
Community Affairs Income 0.00 0.00 250.00 325.00 2054 .00 5.00 2,634.00
Cultural Program 0.00 1,072.00 10,380.80 600.00 390.00 0.00 12,442 .80
GMNFA Mela/Picnic 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 241.00 241.00
Total Community Affairs 0.00 1,072.00 10,630.80 925.00 2,444.00 246.00 15,317.80
Dharmik Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,750.00 2,750.00
Education Committee
Khalsa School 0.00 85.00 300.00 30.00 0.00 0.00 415.00
Total Education Committee 0.00 85.00 300.00 30.00 0.00 0.00 415.00
Gurudwara Committee
Donation - Golak 12,545.00 8,747.00 7,809.20 12,147.00 11,843.00 9.433.00 62,625.20
Donation - Non-Golak 11,008.38 6,562.25 5,230.00 6,083.25 5,105.03 3.811.00 37,800.91
Interest Income 33.04 1.44 1.28 1.24 1.28 1.24 39.52
Kirtan - Residence 890.00 425.00 581.00 201.00 404.00 701.00 3,202.00
Mortgage Contributions 2,059.00 1,657.00 1,658.00 1,658.00 1,658.00 1,456.00 10,146.00
Nishan Sahib 0.00 0.00 0.00 151.00 0.00 0.00 151.00
Other Income 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 21.00 0.00 21.00
Rumala 20.00 0.00 0.00 10.00 164.00 0.00 194.00
Saturday Punjabi School 0.00 0.00 300.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 300.00
Total Gurudwara Committee 26,557 .42 17,392.69 15,679.48 20,251.49 19,196.31 15,402.24 114,479.63
Langar Committee
Langar 1,717.00 1,741.00 1,726.00 §35.00 1,917.00 3,107.00 11,146.00
Wedding 501.00 0.00 501.00 501.00 0.00 0.00 1,503.00
Langar Committee 25.00 25.00 0.00 0.00 45.00 0.00 95.00
Total Langar Committee 2,243.00 1,766.00 2,227.00 1,439.00 1,962.00 3,107.00 12,744.00
Membership Committee
Contributing Trustee Initial 4 500.00 1,500.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,000.00
Contributing Trustee Renewal 751.00 1,502.00 751.00 0.00 751.00 0.00 3,755.00
Membership New 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 113.00 360.00 473.00
Membership Renewal 8,748.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 245.00 1,127.00 10,123.00
Trustee Refunds 0.00 0.00 -4,502.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -4,502.00
Membership Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,400.00 1,400.00
Total Membership Committee 13,999.00 3,002.00 -3,751.00 0.00 1,112.00 2.887.00 17,249.00
Targeted Fundraising
Pingalwara Amritsar 0.00 0.00 0.00 183.00 286.00 0.00 479.00
Targeted Fundraising 0.00 9,147.00 150.00 0.00 250.00 0.00 9,547.00
Total Targeted Fundraising 0.00 9,147.00 150.00 193.00 536.00 0.00 10,026.00
Total Income 42,900.42 32,464.69 25,236.28 23,33049 25,676.31 2449224 174,109.43
Newsletter Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Total Income 4290042 32,464 .69 25,236 28 2333049 25,676.31 2549224 175,109.43

www.gnfa.org
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Guru Nanak Foundation of America, Inc.
Profit & Loss

Jan 11 Feb 11 Mar 11 Apr 11 May 11 Jun 11 TOTAL
I S B T NN N |

January through June 2011

Expense
Building Maintenance Committee
Electrical/ Mechanical Work 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 491.78 491.78
Landscaping 0.00 0.00 3|71 0.00 1,182.00 42837 1,997.78
Maintenance Expense 200.44 516.97 881.71 562.75 1,069.07 42048 3,65142
Permits and Fees 0.00 0.00 110.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 110.00
Pest/ Termite Control 0.00 0.00 60.00 60.00 795.00 175.00 1,090.00
Building Maintenance Committee 0.00 250.00 0.00 1,670.29 0.00 0.00 1,820.29
Total Building Maintenance Committee 200.44 766.97 1,439.12 2,293.04 3,046.07 1,515.63 9,261.27
Capital Projects
Survey Expenses 4.440.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4.440.00
Total Capital Projects 4.440.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 444000
Community Affairs
Cultural Program 0.00 1,250.00 1,250.00 244320 0.00 0.00 4,943.20
Fireworks 0.00 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00
Community Affairs - Other 0.00 0.00 2,100.00 2,287.00 0.00 0.00 4.387.00
Total Community Affairs 0.00 1,350.00 3,350.00 4.730.20 0.00 0.00 9,430.20
Dharmik Committee
Dharmik Committee - Trophies 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,114.20 0.00 211420
Youth Camp 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 475.00 475.00
Total Dharmik Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,114.20 475.00 2,589.20
Education 263.69 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 263.69
Education Committee
Khalsa School 313.69 50.00 0.00 1,151.00 500.00 793.03 280772
Khalsa School Trailers 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,290.96 318.76 1,609.72
Education Committee 0.00 238.00 50.00 250.14 0.00 1,083.01 1,640.15
Total Education Committee 31369 288.00 50.00 1.410.14 1,790.96 2,204 .80 6,057.59
Gurdwara Committee
Amrit Sanchaar 0.00 0.00 0.00 51.00 0.00 0.00 51.00
Donations
Pingalwara 306.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 306.00
Total Donations 306.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 306.00
Election Expense 0.00 247212 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 247212
Employee Benefits
Medical Premiums 33333 333.33 0.00 33333 333.00 0.00 1,332.99
Employee Benefits 0.00 0.00 33333 0.00 0.00 0.00 33333
Total Employee Benefits 33333 333.33 33333 333.33 333.00 0.00 1,666.32
Equipment Purchase 0.00 317.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 31799
GNFA Newsletter 1.820.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,820.00
Insurance Expense
Liability Insurance 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,740.00 1,740.00
Total Insurance Expense 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,740.00 1,740.00
Interest Expense
Mortgage 7.,800.00 7.,800.00 7,800.00 7,800.00 7.,800.00 7.,800.00 46,800.00
Total Interest Expense 7.800.00 7,800.00 7,800.00 7,800.00 7,800.00 7,800.00 46,800.00
Kirtan Bheta - visiting ragis 1,503.00 0.00 0.00 755.00 1,000.00 101.00 3,350.00

www.gnfa.org
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Guru Nanak Foundation of America, Inc. January through June 2011
Profit & Loss
Jan 11 Feb 11 Mar 11 Apr 11 May 11 Jun 11 TOTAL

I N S B B N S
Miscellaneous

Bank Service Charges 24375 9905 154 95 139.95 139.95 156.57 §35.12
Janitorial Expense 0.00 G75.00 0.00 675.00 0.00 0.00 1,350.00
Punjabi Newspaper 0.00 0.00 120.00 0.00 135.00 0.00 255.00
Miscellaneous - Other T7.79 25.00 0.00 400.00 0.00 0.00 502.79
Total Miscellaneous 321.54 799.95 27495 1,214.95 274.95 156.57 3,042.91
Professional Fees
Accounting 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 250.00 0.00 0.00 1,250.00
Auditing 0.00 3,141.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,141.00
Professional Fees - Other 0.00 6,635.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 f,635.00
Total Professional Fees 0.00 9,776.00 1,000.00 250.00 0.00 0.00 11,026.00
Repairs 0.00 0.00 0.00 358.00 0.00 0.00 358.00
Salaries 0.00 429908 429008 429908 442804 0.00 17,325.28
Taxes
Payroll Taxes 2580 715.00 715.00 715.00 715.00 1,092 50 3,955.00
Total Taxes 2580 715.00 715.00 715.00 715.00 1,092 50 3,955.00
Utilities
County Waste Management Fees 30345 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 303.45
Electricity 0.00 0.00 1,453.55 1,100.70 1,52217 1,110.35 5,186.77
Telephone 0.00 0.00 109.69 i | 0.00 216.86 560.76
Waste Management 0.00 30345 30345 0.00 35345 248.50 1,208.85
Water 0.00 1,292 .56 0.00 0.00 936.74 0.00 2,229.30
Total Utilities 303.45 1,596.01 1,866.69 1,341 2812.36 1,575.71 948913
Website Committee 175.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 175.00
Gurdwara Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5,505.48 5,505.48
Total Gurdwara Committee 12,564.82  28,109.48  16,289.05 17,111.27 17,363.35  18,061.26 109,499.23
Langar Committee
Groceries/ Purchases refunded 0.00 0.00 51.00 4731 157.05 0.00 255.36
Paper Supplies 1,134 87 57178 1,125.16 §20.24 544 55 1,750.35 f,055.95
Langar Committee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 119.56 119.56
Total Langar Committee 1,134 87 57178 1,176.16 876.55 701.60 1,869.91 f,430.87
Targeted Fundraising
Pingalwara 0.00 0.00 0.00 193.00 286.00 0.00 479.00
Total Targeted Fundraising 0.00 0.00 0.00 153.00 286.00 0.00 479.00
Total Expense 18,917.51 31,086.23 2230433  26,71420 2530218  24,126.60 148,451.05
Met Ordinary Income 23,982.91 1,378.46 2,931.95 -3,374.71 37413 1,365.64 26,658.38
23,982.M 1,378.46 2,931.95 -3,374.71 37413 1,365.64 26,658.38

www.gnfa.org
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GNFA Election 2011 Results

In the election held on March 6, the following members were unanimously approved:

Contributing Trustees (-gear term)

Avtar Singh Barring, Surpal Singh Birgi, Harsharan Kaur, Arvinder K. Uppal

Elected Trustees (ongear term)
Prabhleen K. Aneja (youth trustee), Anthony Arneja, Kunwar S. Goomer, Prabhjot S. Kohli, Amar Raj Singh,
Parvinder (Sheena) K. Khurana

Gurdwara

Kunwar S. Goomer, Chairman Prabhleen K. Aneja

Youth

Surpal S. Birgi, Vice Chairman Tanmit Singh

Prabhjot S. Kohli, Stage Secretary
Arvinder K.Uppal, Recording Secy.

Amar Raj Singh, Treasurer

Anthony Arneja, Asst. Treasurer

Avtar Singh, PRO

Community Affairs
Avtar Singh

Bobby Bahra
Kamaljeet Kaur
Ravinder Gill
Gurdeep Kaur (Nikee)
Neeta Singh

Rippi Kohli

Ravinder K. Birgi
Gurcharan Singh
Tajinder Ahluwalia (Ginny)

Facilities Maintenance
Kamlesh Sardana
Gurbinder S. Bahra
Inderjit S. Bimbra
Baljit S. Chadha
Manijit S. Chowdhary
Gurminder S. Ahuja (Monty)

Bobby Bahra
Kamaljit Singh

Bond
Harnam S. Arneja

Langar
Pammy Sawhney
Maninder Sethi
Gurmukh S. Matta
Hardeep Singh
Kalvinder Singh
I. S. Gujral
Manjot S. Aneja
Manijit Kuller
Sandeep Singh
Ashok Gulati
Manpreet Singh

Sikh Affairs

Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon Atam Parkash Singh

Kulwant S. Modi
Phula Singh
Bishan S. Nagi
Ajaib S. Sidhu
Himmat S Chadha

Tejbir S. Phool

Committees

Finance
Darshan S. Saluja

Amar Raj Singh

Ravinder Arneja

By Laws
Rajinder S. Sidhu
Tejbir S. Phool
Ajit S. Dhaliwal
Arvinder K Goomer
Dharam S. Dhindsa
Dilawar S. Dhatt
Harnam S. Arneja
Pritam S. Saini
Raghbir S. Chhinna
Karam S. Dhillon
Surinder Singh

Newsletter

Arvinder K. Goomer
Ravneet Chadha
Sameena Kaur
Harsharan Kaur

Membership Education
Pritam S. Saini Gajinder Singh
Charanijit S Aulakh Satwant K Tulsi
Anthony Arneja Sheena Khurana

Arvinder K Uppal

Prabhleen Aneja

Capital Projects Dharmik
Daljit S. Sawhney Harpreet Kaur
Inderjit Bimbra Jatinder Dusaj
Tajinder Uppal Harjeet Singh
Bhupinder S. Gabri, ArchitecBukhbir S. Bawa
Surinder Singh PE Prabhkirat Singh
Bhupinder S. Katohora Eng.Sarabijit Kaur
Kanwaljit S. Soni Anup Kaur
Gurvinder S. Walia Amrita Cheema

Professional Advisors
Surinder Singh PE
G. S. Gahunia PE

Website Discipline
Paramvir S. Soni Jaswinder S. Sidhu
Gajindar Singh Darshan S. Saluja
Prabhkirat Singh Pritam S. Saini
Sukhwinder Singh Karnail K. Deu
Ranvir S. Fluora Charanjit S. Aulakh

Sarabjeet S. Bhutani Mandeep Sawhney

Parminder S. Ahuja
www.gnfa.org
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Ecrn clau mwrg goi bMdE

auniAW dy ieghws nUM AwrMB kwl qoN AnykW mhW purKW, pYgMbrW, AvqwrW, socvwnW, qwjdwrW
ISAwsqawnW ny iISMgwirAw hY, sMswr dIAW hnyriAW rwhW nUM Awpxy ivewrW qy kurbwnlAW nwi ru.
1 pr sRI gurU goibMd isMG mwhWiwy dI mhWn pRkwSmel SKslAq dl mwnvgw dy ieighws ive Cwp vKrl,

PRigBw intwll, Swn AlOikk Aqy mihmw AgwD boD qy Apwr hY 1

Aj" g’k dy ieighws ivc ikgy vl AYsl imswl nhlimldl, ijvyN dsvyN pwgSwh vWg mnuKqw dy kilAwx qy ivkws lel, zulm, AinAwey Aqy
ktVvwdl iPrkU SihnSwhlAq dy iKIwP DrmXud kridAW Awpxw swrw srbMns vwirAw hYvy 1 mhWn AdrSW dI pUrgl lel eynlAW kurbWnlAW
klgIAW hox qy iPr muKwribMd cON eyhl inkly,

E ienHIN kI ikrpw sy swlJy hm hYN
nhl N mosy grlb kroV pryE
Awp ny mnuK mwqr swhmxy ieh mhWn AwdrS riKAw,

E Xwhl kwj Drw hm jnmM, smJ |yhu swDU sb mnmM

Drm clwvn sMq aubwrn, dust sBn ko muUl aupwrnkE

SR/ gurU goibMd isMG jl dw jhwd gW scwel, ienswP, purspr muhbg Aqy mnuKl eykqw lel sl, aUc nic,
zwq pwq dy ivgkry imtwx lel sl, auhnW lokW nUM gly Iwaux lel si, iinW nUM jrvwixAW Aqy zwq

AIBmwnlAW Aqy rwj hMkwrlAW ny jugW qoN mDoilAw Aqy driVAw sl 1

kl gl Dr mhwrwj dlIAW nzrW ivc E mwns kI jwgE ieko sl 1 mslgW Aqgy
pRsq hoxw augm iKAwl hY, lyikn iPrkwpRsq hoxw inhwieq pwp hY 1 gurU jl dy AsUIW nUM mMnx vwiw, inmwixAW rguyl mwx, inqwixAW n
INEitAW nUM Et Agy inAwsirAW nUM Awsrw pRdWn krygw 1

gurU jl sB qoN pihly prm mnuK hoey h'n ijnW ny nw kyvl FiTAW nUM gl nwl lwieAw sgoN vMgwr ky ikhw ik swrl Skqgl dwlsam lok hn
dl ikrpwn Awkrmxkwrl nhl sl, sgoN AwKrl hllw sl, zulm dy iKIwP 1

Awp ny ptny (ibhwr) ivKy Avgwr DwirAw Aqy nMdyV (mhWrwsStr) ivKy jogl jog smwey 1 ieauN Bwrq dI Drql dw cpw cpw Awp dy crnkmIW
dl Coh nwl ivrosieAw hoieAw hY 1

1699 ivc Kwlsw swj ky Awp ny swry Bwrg nUN iek bOhmulw goPw bKiSAw, ijs ny sdIAW goN Bwrg dI Awx mwx qy AwbrU bcwel Aqy
jrvwixAW nUM sdw lel mwr mukwieAw 1 ieh ShidW gy sUrbIrWW dw pMQ hY, iinWdIAW vwrW lok rihMdI dunlAw gk gwauNdy rihxgy 1

pMQ dw syvk,
gurbKsS isMG iFloN
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What does Vaisakhi mean to you?
by Anmol Kaur

There are 25 million Sikhs in the world and about 250,000 live in America. Vaisakhi is one of the most im-
portant Sikh holidays as the Khalsa was born on that day. Vaisakhi falls on the first day of Baisakh. On that

day in 1699 Guru Gobind Singh Ji gave amrit to five men and they became the Panj Pyare. The ceremony is
called Pahul or amrit chakna (it is the initiation ceremony into the Khalsa Panth). After a Sikh is baptized they
have to follow the rule of the 5 K&s. The five KO0&:
kirpan all the time. Sikhs are also prohibited from taking drugs or drinking alcohol. Sikhs take out processions
or nagar kirtan under the leadership of the Panj Pyare. Gatka and shabad kirtan are the highlights of the
procession. The processions end at the gurdwara where ardaas is done, parshad is distributed, and langar is
served.

The farmers celebrate Vaisakhi as thanksgiving as the crop is harvested on that day. Vaisakhi is one of the
most colorful events in the Sikh calendar. Sikhs culturally celebrate it by doing gidda and bhangra. Histori-
cally, it is a very joyous occasion and a time for celebration.

To me Vaisakhi is an important event that shaped the history of Sikhism. It is a time in which we should cele-
brate and be thankful. The Panj Pyare helped create the Khalsa because they showed that they were willing
to give up their lives for the Guru or Sikhism. The Panj Pyare proved that they were proud to be Sikhs. | also
am proud to be a Sikh!

Here are thoughts of some of the children of GNFA Khalsa school about what Vaisakhi means to them.
Jaskiran Kaur, 12: When five Sikhs drank amrit and became the Panj Pyare by Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

Amrita Kaur, 12: It is an important day in Sikh history because it symbolizes a moment when all Sikhs united to
become Singhs and Kaurs of the Guru.

Ansh Singh 7: When Guru Gobind Singh Ji asked for five heads and took the men who volunteered their
heads inside a tent and when he came out hi-s swor
kara, kangha, kachha, kes, kirpan. Then Guru Ji told them to make him a Khalsa by giving him amrit.

Baneet Kaur 12:; That s when we thank Guru Ji for |
Japsimran Kaur 15: The birth of the Khalsa.

Himmat Singh 8: Guru Gobind Singh Ji asked for five heads and people kept on running away. Then five
Sikhs came out and their names were Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai Dharam Singh, Bhai Himmat Singh, Bhai Mohkan
Singh and Bhai Sahib Singh. Vaisakhi shaped the course of Sikh history.

Amrita Kaur 10: When the Khalsa was born and the Panj Pyare were created. And Guru Gobind Singh Ji
created the Sikh way of life and the identity of Sikhism.

Kiranjyot Kaur 15: The day Khalsa was created and the day Guru Gobind Singh Ji created the uniform of
the Sikhs. It is usually a harvest day in Punjab.

We at GNFA along with all the Sikhs of the world celebrate Vaisakhi with a lot of enthusiasm and renew our
pledge to the Khalsa Panth started by Guru Gobind Singh Ji, to follow the right path of humanity and love
for all beings.
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Maryland Governor
Martin OO0Mall
Hosts Vaisakhi Reception
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