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Mark Your Calendar 
 

Aug 27: Jaap Sahib Paath  Recital 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

Sept 16: Gurgaddi Guru Arjan Dev Ji 

              Gurgaddi Guru Ramdas Ji 

              Jyotijot  Guru Ramdas ji 

              Jyotijot Guru Amardas Ji 

Sept 17: Sikh Affairs Seminar 

Sept 22: Jyotijot Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
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Sandesa                                                                                           sMdysw 

  

Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh. 
 

In April 2010, this management, which consisted of Kunwar Goomer, Avtar Singh, Dr. Arvinder Uppal, Kamlesh S. Sardana and 
I, were given the seva to make sure the needs of the sadh sangat were met. As a team we took an oath to uphold the trust that 
the sadh sangat had put in us. 
 

In the first chairmanõs message in Sandesa, we outlined some goals for the upcoming year. These goals were: 
Expansion of the existing kitchen 
Issuance of Bonds 
Increasing revenue 
Kirtan diwan, Langar seva, and seminars organized by the GNFA youth, once every two months. 
Organizing programs of different committees, langar and kirtan at  
the gurdwara into a combined calendar, which will be accessible on the GNFA website for everyone to see. 
Approval of the new By-laws by the general body of GNFA. 
Begin construction of the new building, upon approval of the building permits. 
 

Not all goals were accomplished as we had hoped. However, with the grace of Waheguru and the support of the sadh san-

gat, we were able to accomplish quite a lot. 

For starters, the kitchen has been expanded and remodled with the new hood and the burners. With the support of the sadh 

sangat we were able to raise $30,000 for the kitchen. 

The revenue has increased this year and as you will see in the audit report, our net profit this year was almost $70,000. We 

streamlined the accounting procedures and policies as well as reduced our expenses by prioritizing our activities. 

The youth -- what can I say about them! I witnessed firsthand the enthusiasm our youngsters have shown in doing kirtan, seva 

and seminars. If given the opportunity, they will surpass all our expectations. In the youth kirtan sammelan this year, over 150 

children of all ages participated. The youth handled the complete diwan from doing langar seva to kirtan to ardas in a well-

attended  rehnsabai. They  conducted a seminar especially aimed at the teenagers who stopped coming to gurdwara; men-

tored small children with the help of the Khalsa School and so forth. Hopefully you all had the opportunity to witness these 

wonderful activities in our gurdwara.  

The new website is more dynamic and more user-friendly than ever before. It will have a place for everyone to make com-
ments, complaints and recommendations under the chairmanõs blog as well as under the secretaryõs blog. This year we saw 
more sangat use the website than ever before. The number of unique visitors to the GNFA website (gnfa.org)  increased by 
more than 30% in one year alone. This is incredible! Thanks to all the members of the website committee for their hard work 
and dedication. 
 

The new by-laws were passed by the general body at the meeting held on March 6, 2011. This is the culmination of a ten-
year process and is a major achievement. The team of the by-laws committee worked very hard to complete this monumental 
task. Sadh sangat ji, this would not have happened without your support and the grace of the Almighty. 
 

Now on to the new gurdwara building. The capital Project Committee has been working diligently to obtain the various per-
mits. With Waheguruõs grace we should have the necessary permits to start construction in the Spring of 2012. Let us be opti-
mistic, forward looking and donate generously. 

 

Lastly, but not least is the Bond issue. The bond committee has gathered all the necessary information and is currently submit-
ting the necessary documents to the various governments, namely, DC, MD and VA. As part of the submissions, the 2010 audit 
report needs to be handed in as well. As I mentioned before, this report has been issued by our auditors and I am happy to 
say we received a clean report. 
 

To conclude, while this management has not accomplished everything we had hoped for, we did see improvements in various 
aspects of the gurdwara. There has been peace in the gurdwara; there was a noticeable increase in the sadh sangat; there 
was more youth participation than ever before, and more importantly, the cooperation between the sadh sangat, the board, 
and the various committees has made this year one of the more memorable in recent memory. 
 
Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh. 
 
 

Parminder (Sonny) Singh Ahuja 
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From the desk of  the Incoming Chairman 

Dear sadh sangat ji, 

Waheguru Ji  ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki  fateh. 

 Another year, another election, and a new management committee. But the same principles, same focus and same goals. 

I would like to thank each one of the sadh sangat for giving me a chance to do seva. I feel honored and privileged to be 

a part of this great institution that has been like a second home to my family and me for almost 20 years. I take great 

pride in our sangatõs continued and consistent efforts to run excellent programs for our youth. 

The management committee this year includes Prabhjot Singh Kohli, Amar Raj Singh, Dr. Arvinder Uppal, Surpal Singh 

Birgi, Avtar Singh and me. We are revved up to continue to expand on work being done in GNFA in collaboration with 

the various committees. Our focus will be on the issuance of bonds to pay off the current mortgage, implementation of the 

new by-laws, encouraging our youth to continue to actively participate in GNFA activities, and much more. 

We have challenging times ahead of us. But with the support of each and every one of you, I am confident that we can 

achieve our goals and continue to make GNFA proud. It is imperative that we keep our focus and enthusiasm to continue 

to build on our existing programs and challenge ourselves to strive to achieve more. 

Waheguru Ji ka khalsa, Waheguru Ji ki fateh. 

Kunwar Singh Goomer 

Chairman, GNFA 
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Support your Gurdwara 

The Capital Project Committee is proceeding full steam ahead to complete the Gurdwara Sahibõs 

design by December 2011 and start construction by spring of 2012. The Chairman and the 

Gurdwara Committee are in daily contact with the Capital Project Committee and the progress is 

being intimated to all members of the Board of Trustees and the sangat during the regular di-

wans. After a long struggle, we have been able to obtain the NRI permit, which is the first requi-

site. It is for all of us now to support their efforts and keep them moving at a fast pace. The Capi-

tal Project Committeeõs next phase will be to submit the  Forest Development Plan by 15 August 

2011. After approval of the Forest Development Plan, they will submit the Civil Plan and then 

permit drawing for construction approval. Total cost to pay off the land loan and to design and 

construct the Gurdwara Sahib is projected to be $5 million.  

Fundraising goal: Raise $1.2 million by Diwali to pay off the land 

loan. 

Sadh Sangat is requested to donate generously to this worthy cause. 



 

www.gnfa.org 

Sandesa                                                                                     sMdysw 

4 

 

January through June 2011 
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GNFA Election 2011 Results 
 

In the election held on March 6, the following members were unanimously approved: 
 

Contributing Trustees ( 5-year term) 

Avtar Singh Barring, Surpal Singh Birgi, Harsharan Kaur, Arvinder K. Uppal 
 

Elected Trustees (one-year term) 

Prabhleen K. Aneja (youth trustee), Anthony Arneja, Kunwar S. Goomer, Prabhjot S. Kohli, Amar Raj Singh,  

Parvinder (Sheena) K. Khurana 

 

                                                                            Committees 

     

     

     

     

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Gurdwara Youth Finance Membership Education 

Kunwar S. Goomer, Chairman Prabhleen K. Aneja Darshan S. Saluja Pritam S. Saini Gajinder Singh 

Surpal S. Birgi, Vice Chairman Tanmit Singh Amar Raj Singh Charanjit S Aulakh Satwant K Tulsi 

Prabhjot S. Kohli, Stage Secretary  Ravinder Arneja Anthony Arneja Sheena Khurana 

Arvinder K.Uppal, Recording Secy.    Arvinder K Uppal 

Amar Raj Singh, Treasurer    Prabhleen Aneja 

Anthony Arneja, Asst. Treasurer     

Avtar Singh, PRO     

     

Community Affairs Langar By Laws Capital Projects Dharmik 

Avtar Singh Pammy Sawhney Rajinder S. Sidhu Daljit S. Sawhney Harpreet Kaur 

Bobby Bahra Maninder Sethi Tejbir S.  Phool Inderjit Bimbra Jatinder Dusaj 

Kamaljeet Kaur Gurmukh S. Matta Ajit S.  Dhaliwal Tajinder Uppal Harjeet Singh 

Ravinder Gill Hardeep Singh Arvinder K Goomer Bhupinder S. Gabri, Architect Sukhbir S. Bawa 

Gurdeep Kaur (Nikee) Kalvinder Singh Dharam S. Dhindsa Surinder Singh PE Prabhkirat Singh 

Neeta Singh I. S. Gujral Dilawar S. Dhatt Bhupinder S. Katohora Eng. Sarabjit Kaur 

Rippi Kohli Manjot S. Aneja Harnam S. Arneja Kanwaljit S. Soni Anup Kaur 

Ravinder K. Birgi Manjit Kuller Pritam S. Saini Gurvinder S. Walia Amrita Cheema 

Gurcharan Singh Sandeep Singh Raghbir S. Chhinna   

Tajinder Ahluwalia (Ginny) Ashok Gulati Karam S. Dhillon Professional Advisors  

 Manpreet Singh Surinder Singh Surinder Singh PE  

   G. S. Gahunia PE  

     

Facilities Maintenance Sikh Affairs Newsletter Website Discipline 

Kamlesh Sardana Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon Atam Parkash Singh Paramvir S. Soni Jaswinder S. Sidhu 

Gurbinder S. Bahra Kulwant S. Modi  Arvinder K. Goomer Gajindar Singh Darshan S. Saluja 

Inderjit S. Bimbra Phula Singh  Ravneet Chadha Prabhkirat Singh Pritam S. Saini 

Baljit S. Chadha Bishan S. Nagi Sameena Kaur Sukhwinder Singh Karnail K. Deu 

Manjit S. Chowdhary Ajaib S. Sidhu   Harsharan Kaur Ranvir S. Fluora Charanjit S. Aulakh 

Gurminder S. Ahuja (Monty) Himmat S Chadha Sarabjeet S. Bhutani Mandeep Sawhney  

Bobby Bahra     

Kamaljit Singh 
    

Bond     

Harnam S. Arneja Tejbir S. Phool Parminder S. Ahuja                              (Coordinators in Bold) 
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Ècrn clau mwrg goibMdÉ 
 

 dunIAW dy ieqhws nUM AwrMB kwl qoN AnykW mhW purKW, pYgMbrW, AvqwrW, socvwnW, qwjdwrW, mudbrW Aqy 

isAwsqdwnW ny iSMgwirAw hY, sMswr dIAW hnyrIAW rwhW nUM Awpxy ivcwrW qy kurbwnIAW nwl ruSnwieAw hY 

1 pr sRI gurU goibMd isMG mwhWrwj dI mhWn pRkwSmeI SKsIAq dI mwnvqw dy ieiqhws ivc Cwp vKrI, 

pRiqBw inrwlI, Swn AlOikk Aqy mihmw AgwD boD qy Apwr hY 1  

 Aj` q`k dy ieiqhws ivc ikqy vI AYsI imswl nhI imldI, ijvyN dsvyN pwqSwh vWg mnuKqw dy kilAwx qy ivkws leI, zulm, AinAwey Aqy 
ktVvwdI iPrkU SihnSwhIAq dy iKlwP DrmXud kridAW Awpxw swrw srbMns vwirAw hYvy 1 mhWn AdrSW dI pUrqI leI eynIAW kurbWnIAW 
kIqIAW hox qy iPr muKwribMd cON eyhI inkly, 

È ienHIN kI ikrpw sy swJy hm hYN 

nhIN mosy grIb kroV pryÉ 

 Awp ny mnuK mwqr swhmxy ieh mhWn AwdrS riKAw, 

È XwhI kwj Drw hm jnmM, smJ lyhu swDU sb mnmM 

Drm clwvn sMq aubwrn, dust sBn ko mUl aupwrnÉ 

 SRI gurU goibMd isMG jI dw jhwd qW scweI, ienswP, purspr muhbq Aqy mnuKI eykqw leI sI, aUc nIc, 

zwq pwq dy ivqkry imtwx leI sI, auhnW lokW nUM gly lwaux leI sI, ijnW nUM jrvwixAW Aqy zwq 

AiBmwnIAW Aqy rwj hMkwrIAW ny jugW qoN mDoilAw Aqy driVAw sI 1  

 klgIDr mhwrwj dIAW nzrW ivc È mwns kI jwqÉ ieko sI 1 msIqW Aqy mMdr r`b dy ieko jhy AsQwn sn 1 Awp dy AwdrSW muqwibk Kudw 
pRsq hoxw auqm iKAwl hY, lyikn iPrkwpRsq hoxw inhwieq pwp hY 1 gurU jI dy AsUlW nUM mMnx vwlw, inmwixAW nUM mwx, inqwixAW nUM qwx, 
inEitAW nUM Et Aqy inAwsirAW nUM Awsrw pRdWn krygw 1 

 gurU jI sB qoN pihly prm mnuK hoey h`n ijnW ny nw kyvl FiTAW nUM gl nwl lwieAw sgoN vMgwr ky ikhw ik swrI SkqI dw somw lok hn 1 Awp 
dI ikrpwn AwkrmxkwrI nhI sI, sgoN AwKrI hIlw sI, zulm dy iKlwP 1 

 Awp ny ptny (ibhwr) ivKy Avqwr DwirAw Aqy nMdyV (mhWrwStr) ivKy joqI joq smwey 1 ieauN Bwrq dI DrqI dw cpw cpw Awp dy crnkmlW 
dI Coh nwl ivrosieAw hoieAw hY 1 

 1699 ivc Kwlsw swj ky Awp ny swry Bwrq nUN iek bOhmulw qoPw bKiSAw, ijs ny sdIAW qoN Bwrq dI Awx mwx qy AwbrU bcweI Aqy 
jrvwixAW nUM sdw leI mwr mukwieAw 1 ieh ShIdW qy sUrbIrW dw pMQ hY, ijnWdIAW vwrW lok rihMdI dunIAw qk gwauNdy rihxgy 1 

 

 

 pMQ dw syvk, 

gurbKS isMG iFloN 
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What does Vaisakhi mean to you? 

by Anmol Kaur 

 There are 25 million Sikhs in the world and about 250,000 live in America. Vaisakhi is one of the most im-
portant Sikh holidays as the Khalsa was born on that day. Vaisakhi falls on the first day of Baisakh. On that 
day in 1699 Guru Gobind Singh Ji gave amrit to five men and they became the Panj Pyare. The ceremony is 
called Pahul or amrit chakna (it is the initiation ceremony into the Khalsa Panth). After a Sikh is baptized they 
have to follow the rule of the 5 Kõs. The five Kõs are no cutting kesh, wearing a kara, kachera, kanga, and 
kirpan all the time. Sikhs are also prohibited from taking drugs or drinking alcohol. Sikhs take out processions 
or nagar kirtan under the leadership of the Panj Pyare. Gatka and shabad kirtan are the highlights of the 
procession. The processions end at the gurdwara where ardaas is done, parshad is distributed, and langar is 

served. 

The farmers celebrate Vaisakhi as thanksgiving as the crop is harvested on that day. Vaisakhi is one of the 
most colorful events in the Sikh calendar. Sikhs culturally celebrate it by doing gidda and bhangra. Histori-

cally, it is a very joyous occasion and a time for celebration. 

To me Vaisakhi is an important event that shaped the history of Sikhism. It is a time in which we should cele-
brate and be thankful. The Panj Pyare helped create the Khalsa because they showed that they were willing 
to give up their lives for the Guru or Sikhism. The Panj Pyare proved that they were proud to be Sikhs. I also 

am proud to be a Sikh! 

Here are thoughts of some of the children of GNFA Khalsa school about what Vaisakhi means to them. 

Jaskiran Kaur, 12: When five Sikhs drank amrit and became the Panj Pyare by Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 

Amrita Kaur, 12: It is an important day in Sikh history because it symbolizes a moment when all Sikhs united to 

become Singhs and Kaurs of the Guru. 

Ansh Singh 7: When Guru Gobind Singh Ji asked for five heads and took the men who volunteered their 
heads inside a tent and when he came out his sword was bloody. Guru Ji gave them amrit and the five Kõs --  

kara, kangha, kachha, kes, kirpan. Then Guru Ji told them to make him a Khalsa by giving him amrit. 

Baneet Kaur 12: Thatõs when we thank Guru Ji for making the Khalsa. 

Japsimran Kaur 15: The birth of the Khalsa. 

Himmat Singh 8: Guru Gobind Singh Ji asked for five heads and people kept on running away. Then five 
Sikhs came out and their names were Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai Dharam Singh, Bhai Himmat Singh, Bhai Mohkam 

Singh and Bhai Sahib Singh. Vaisakhi shaped the course of Sikh history. 

Amrita Kaur 10: When the Khalsa was born and the Panj Pyare were created. And Guru Gobind Singh Ji 

created the Sikh way of life and the identity of Sikhism. 

Kiranjyot Kaur 15: The day Khalsa was created and the day Guru Gobind Singh Ji created the uniform of 

the Sikhs. It is usually a harvest day in Punjab. 

We at GNFA along with all the Sikhs of the world celebrate Vaisakhi with a lot of enthusiasm and renew our 

pledge to the Khalsa Panth started by Guru Gobind Singh Ji, to follow the right path of humanity and love 

for all beings.  
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Maryland Governor  

Martin OõMalley  

Hosts Vaisakhi Reception 
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